Diocesan Education Service
The Curriculum Directory, Learning & Growing as the People of God & Links with EYFS
The diagrams found in this document are a means by which we have mapped the expectations from the Curriculum Directory[footnoteRef:1] to the coverage provided by The Dicocesan Strategy[footnoteRef:2] and to the non-statutory guidance materials from the EYFS[footnoteRef:3]. This should enable practioners in EYFS to see how they are covering many aspects of the expectations for EYFS whilst delivering RE in a Catholic school. [1:  ‘Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools and Colleges in England and Wales’ 2012 The Department of Catholic Education and Formation of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. Available as a download from www.catholic-education.org.uk ]  [2:  ‘Learning & Growing as the People of God’ available from the DES, Don Bosco House, Coleshill]  [3:  ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ www.foundationyears.org.uk ] 


In this document reference is made to the statements from both the Prime Areas of Learning and the Specific Areas of Learning but only uses statements about a unique child. This has been done for pratical reasons and when planning practioners should also be referring to the guidance provided in the correlating columns of Positive Relationships and Enabling Environments. The mapping makes reference to the statements for children aged 30-50 months, 40-60+ months and to the Early Learning Goals.

The Curriculum Directory identifies the importance RE has to play within the EYFS: ‘Through engaging, practical and integrated activities, children can learn more about themselves, other people and the world around them and develop their religious knowledge, skills and understanding. Religious Education makes an active contribution to the areas of learning outlined in the curriculum for children of this age.’[footnoteRef:4] It should be noted that within the Archdiocese of Birmingham there is an expectation that whilst many of the elements of RE do form part of the integrated curriculum some elements will be delivered as a discrete subject. [4:  As No. 1 
] 


Please note that not all of the Curriculum Directory expectations are met through the Diocesan Strategy nor the EYFS.

The DES has also produced a weekly RE planning sheet to enable practioners to cross-reference with the Development Matters statements.


Content:

Revelation p2-4

The Church p5-7

Celebration p8-11

Life in Christ p12-14

Weekly Planning Sheet p15
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	Short-term Planning  Learning and Growing as the People of God: Unit 

	Class/Year:
	WB: 
	Start date:
	Finish Date

	Development Matters in the EYFS: Prime Areas
	Development Matters in the EYFS: Specific Areas

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	Communication and Language
	Understanding the World
	Expressive Arts and Design

	Making relationships
	Self-confidence and self-awareness
	Managing feelings and behaviour
	Understanding
	Speaking
	People and communities
	The World
	Exploring and using media and materials
	Being Imaginative

	Learning Outcome
	Teaching Strategies
	Additional details including groupings, differentiation and
Key Questions
	Resources
	Vocabulary

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Prayer in the classroom

	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment/ Evaluation /Notes for future planning
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit B: God our Father Cares for Us


Reception Unit A: Creation - God's Gifts


Come to know that God loves each one always and at all times
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit B:  God Our Father Cares for Us, Unit C: Advent: Getting Ready, Unit G: Lent – Jesus and his Father


Reception Unit F: People who help us, Unit G: Lent


PSED: Making Relationships


30-50 Aware of own feelings, and knows that some actions and   words can hurt others’ feelings.


40-60+ Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children


Learn to say sorry
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


PSED: Making Relationships


30-50 Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good relationships with peers and familiar adults.


ELG: Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. Theyt ake account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children.


Nursery Unit B:  God Our Father Cares for Us, Unit F: God’s Family, Unit K: Special Celebrations


Reception Unit B:  People who care for us


Form, and experience good relationships with peers and adults in the school community
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Nursery Unit B: God our Father cares for us, Unit E: Baptism - My Name, Unit F: God's Family, Unit K: SPecial Celebrations


Reception Unit E: Baptism, Unit F: People who help us


Understanding the world: People and communities


30-50 Recognises and describes  special times or events for family or friends


Learning & Growing as the People of God


Ways in which a Christian family and parish share and celebrate life, and show care for one another


Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life


40-60+ Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines


ELG Children talk about past and present events in thier own lives and in the lives of family members...They know similairities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit G: Lent – Jesus and his Father 


Reception  Unit B:  People who care for us, Unit D: Christmas, Unit E: Baptism, Unit H: Holy Week, Unit I: Easter, Unit J: Pentecost


Come to know that Jesus is God the Father's Son
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit G: Lent – Jesus and his Father 


Reception  Unit B:  People who care for us


Experience and come to know that Jesus tells us about God his Father
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit D: Christmas – Mary the Mother of Jesus, Unit I: Easter – ‘Alleluia’


Reception Unit D: Christmas, Unit H: Holy Week, Unit I: Easter



Communication and Language: Listening and attention


30-50 Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall


ELG: Children listen attentivley in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to wwhat they hear with relelvant comments, questions or actions.



Communication and Language: Speaking


Hear the story of Christmas and Easter


30-50: Can retell a simple past event in correct order


Questions why things happen and gives explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, when, how


Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of particular importance to them


Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences


40-60+ Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations


Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events



Expressive arts and design: Being imaginative


30-50 Builds stories around toys


Uses available resources to create props to support role-play


40-60+ Create simple representaions of events, people and objects


ELG ...They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery  Unit J: Pentecost – The air around us


Reception Unit J: Pentecost



Communication and Language: Listening and attention


30-50 Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall


ELG: Children listen attentivley in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relelvant comments, questions or actions.


Hear about the good news of Pentecost



Expressive arts and design: Being imaginative


30-50 Builds stories around toys


Uses available resources to create props to support role-play


40-60+ Create simple representaions of events, people and objects


ELG: ..They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories



Communication and Language: Speaking


30-50: Can retell a simple past event in correct order


Questions why things happen and gives explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, when, how


Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of particular importance to them.


Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences


40-60+ Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations


Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit A: Creation – God the Creator, Unit C: Advent: Getting Ready, Unit G: Lent – Jesus and his Father, Unit H: Holy Week – Hearing, Unit J: Pentecost – The air around us


Reception Unit A: Creation – God’s Gifts, Unit J: Pentecost


Understanding the world: People and communities





30-50 Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life


Experience and become familiar with the sign of the cross


40-60+ Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines


Shows interest in different occupatioons and ways of life
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit B:  God Our Father Cares for Us, Unit E: Baptism – My Name, Unit F: God’s Family


Reception Unit B:  People who care for us, Unit E: Baptism, Unit F: People who help us


PSED: Self-confidence and self-awareness


30-50 Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will communicate freely about own home and community.


40-60+ Can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities


Know that they are special within their family and the community
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit F: God’s Family, Unit K: Special Celebrations 


Reception Unit B:  People who care for us, Unit C: Advent – Four weeks of Advent, Unit E: Baptism, Unit F: People who help us


Communication & Language:  Speaking


Experience that a church is a special place where God’s People gather to pray



Understanding the world: People and Communities





30-50 Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them


Remembers and talks about significant events in their own epxerience


Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends


Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life


40-60+ Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines





30-50 Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experience


40-60+ Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations





ELG Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members...They know similairities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions


Communication and Language: Undestanding


ELG...They answer 'how' and 'why' questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events   
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit A: Creation – God the Creator


Reception  Unit A: Creation – God’s Gifts



Understanding the world: The World


30-50 Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world


Begin to hear about God’s wonderful world


Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects


Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time


40-60+  Looks closely at similarities , differences, patterns and change 



Communication and Language: Listening and attention


30-50 Listens to stories with increasing atention and recall


ELG: Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions



Communication and Language: Understanding


ELG ...They answer 'how' and 'why' questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events 
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Reception Unit E: Baptism


Understanding the world: People and Communities


30-50 Remembers and talks about significant events in their own lives


ELG Children talk about past and present events in their own livs and in the lives of family members...They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions


Nursery Unit E: Baptism – My Name


Come to appreciate their friendship with Jesus through Baptism


Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends


Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life


40-60+ Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Reception Unit F: People who help us 



PSED: Managing Feelings and Behaviour 


30-50 Aware of own feelings, and knows that some actions and words can hurt others' feelings


Come to know that Jesus helps us to choose the good


40-60+ Understands that own actions affect other people, for example, becomes upset or tries to comfort another child when they realise they have upset them. 


ELG: Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others' behaviour, and its consequences
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit F: God’s Family, Unit J: Pentecost – The air around us, Unit K: Special Celebrations


Reception Unit C: Advent – Four weeks of Advent, Unit F: People who help us, Unit I: Easter



Understanding the world: People and Communities


30-50 Remembers and talks about significant events in their own lives


Come to know that Sunday is a special day for the church family who come together to celebrate


Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends


Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life


40-60+ Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines


ELG Children talk about past and present events in their own livs and in the lives of family members...They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions




Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit G: Lent – Jesus and his Father,  All units for experience of prayer


Reception  All units for experience of prayer, Unit K: Prayer


Experience and recognise prayer is talking and listening to God


Communication& Language:  Speaking


30-50 Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experience


40-60+ Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations


Understanding the world: People and communities


30-50 Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them


Remembers and talks about signiificant events in their own expereince


Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends


SHows interst in different occupations and ways of life


40-60+ Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines


ELG Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members...They know similairities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit B:  God Our Father Cares for Us, Unit D: Christmas – Mary the Mother of Jesus, Unit I: Easter – ‘Alleluia’, Unit J: Pentecost – The air around us, Unit K: Special Celebrations


Reception Unit A: Creation – God’s Gifts, Unit D: Christmas, Unit I: Easter, Unit J: Pentecost


Communication & Language:  Speaking


30-50 Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experience


Understanding the world: People and communities


Experience praying with others as a celebration


40-60+ Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations


30-50 Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them


Remembers and talks about signiificant events in their own expereince


Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends


SHows interst in different occupations and ways of life


40-60+ Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines


ELG Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members...They know similairities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions



Curriculum Directory 3-5


Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery Unit C: Advent: Getting Ready, Unit D: Christmas – Mary the Mother of Jesus, Unit G: Lent – Jesus and his Father, Unit H: Holy Week – Hearing, Unit I: Easter – ‘Alleluia’, Unit J: Pentecost – The air around us


Reception  Unit C: Advent – Four weeks of Advent, Unit D: Christmas, Unit G: Lent, Unit H: Holy Week, Unit I: Easter, Unit J: Pentecost


Understanding the world: People and communities


30-50 Recognises and describes special  times and events for family of friends


Experience liturgical celebrations in a variety of simple settings


Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life


40-60+ Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines
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Learning & Growing as the People of God


Nursery All units


Reception All units



Expressive arts and design: Exploring and using media and materials


30-50 Sings a few familiar songs


Be able to join in simple prayers and hymns


40-60+ Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances




Learning & Growing as the People of God


PSED: Making Relationships


30-50 months: Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good relationships with peers and familiar adults


ELG:   Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children.
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Respect each other, respect adults
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Nursery Unit  G: Lent - Jesus and his Father


Reception Unit F: People who help us


30-50 Aware of own feelings, and knows that some actions and words can hurt others' feelings


40-60+ Understands that own actions affect other people, for example, becomes upset or tries to comfort another child when they realise they have upset them. 


Learning & Growing as the People of God



PSED: Managing Feelings and Behaviour 


Learn to take responsibility for choices and actions


ELG: Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others' behaviour, and its consequences



